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 BELL TOP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

East Greenbush Central School District

39 Reynolds Road, Troy, New York 12180-8695

Telephone: (518) 207-2600  ( Fax (518) 283-1184

James McHugh

Principal










February 7, 2012
Dear Parents and Guardians,


We are just past the half way mark of the 2011-2012 school year!  The remaining months will be filled with opportunities to learn and grow.


Bell Top School welcomes Mr. Scott Miller who will be filling in for Mrs. Adams in kindergarten for the remainder of the school year.  Mr. Miller is a familiar teacher within our school-community and has substituted regularly and has completed several long-term substitute positions in the past.  


Sincere gratitude goes out to our 5th grade students, Mrs. Longworth, and Ms. Meliosky who used their $500.00 grant prize from the BlueShield of Northeastern New York Healthy Changes Everything Video Contest to purchase painted parallel bars for our school’s playground.  The new piece of equipment has been ordered and will hopefully be installed at some point this spring.


Our Kindergarten, Grade 1, and Grade 2 report cards are currently under revision.  Report cards should be for our parents and students with the goal of improving teaching and learning.  The focus of report cards should be on the standards (grade specific; aligned to the state/district assessment system) and clearly document what has been learned.  The feedback provided to our parents should include assignment descriptions, standards/outcomes assessed, and student specific results.  The revised report cards will most likely be implemented for the 2012-2013 school year.

Our district recently implemented the EnVision Mathematics Program.  EnVision Math helps students in developing the conceptual understanding of important math concepts.  Every lesson includes a problem-based interactive learning activity that builds concrete understanding of math concepts.  Then, step-by-step visual instruction using the Visual Learning Bridge or the Visual Learning Animation deepens students’ understanding of the concept.  EnVision Math also provides ongoing assessment, diagnosis, and intervention strategies.  Formative assessments are interwoven throughout this program at the lesson and topic level.  EnVision Math is organized with each grade-level program divided into topics.  Topics are organized and color-coded by content strands, such as Number and Operations, Algebra, and Problem Solving.

There have been numerous challenges and mandates that have garnered our attention this year.  We continue to attend to the new common core learning standards and the requirements of the new Annual Professional Performance Review for teachers and principals.  We’ve implemented many new instructional resources and have piloted the Northwest Evaluation Association online assessment program while consistently focusing our attention on meeting the needs of all of our young learners. 
Part 100 Regulations state that there is no required number of instructional minutes in kindergarten through grade 6, but all students in K-6 “must have a program of instruction designed to assist all students in meeting the common core standards”. 

The Bell Top School staff spent the half day of professional development on January 27th reviewing and discussing the types of NWEA reports; how to access them, and how to use the available data to make instructional decisions.  Our teaching assistants participated in EnVision Math training and our school monitors worked with Needham Risk Management geared towards improving the safety and quality of our lunch/recess periods.


The New York State Testing Program for English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science will be as follows: [Grades 3, 4, and 5]
· English Language Arts:
· Tuesday, April 17, 2012

(Book #1)

· Wednesday, April 18, 2012
(Book #2)

· Thursday, April 19, 2012

(Book #3)

· Make-Ups: Friday, April 20, 2012

· Mathematics:

· Wednesday, April 25, 2012
(Book #1)

· Thursday, April 26, 2012

(Book #2)

· Friday, April 27, 2012

(Book #3)

· Make-Ups: Monday, April 30, 2012

· Science (Grade 4 only):

· Performance Test: Wednesday, May 23, 2012

· Written Test: Monday, June 4, 2012
The determination of need and allocation of classroom sections for Bell Top School for the 2012-2013 school year will not be finalized until after the budget process.  Please refer to the district’s home page for the 2012-2013 budget development timeline.
As always, please contact me with any questions, concerns, or ideas.  This Friday is YMCA Night for Bell Top School.  I apologize in advance that I will be unable to attend this event as my own son will be wrestling in the Section Two Championships in the Glens Falls Civic Center (Go Blue Devils!)






Respectfully,







Jim McHugh
Important Dates to Remember

· 2-7-12:
Bell Top PTO





7:00 pm
· 2-8-12: Board of Ed Meeting (Admin)



7:30 pm

· 2-9-12: Bell Top Kindergarten Registration  9:30-11:00 am/6:00-8:00 pm

· 2-10-12: YMCA Night for Bell Top


    6:30-8:00 pm

· 2-13-12: BRAC Meeting (Admin)



7:30 pm

· 2-20-12 through 2-24-12: WINTER RECESS (No School)

· 3-6-12:
Bell Top PTO





7:00 pm

· 3-7-12:
District-Wide Instrumental Festival at CHS

10:00 am

· 3-9-12: End of Marking Period (Gr. K-5)

· 3-14-12: Board of Ed Meeting (Admin)



7:30 pm

· 3-15-12: K-5 Half Day for Parent Conferences

· 3-21-12: District-Wide Choral Festival at Genet


10:00 am

· 3-23-12: Half Day(K-12) Professional Development

· 3-28-12: Board of Ed Meeting(Admin)



7:30 pm

· 3-30-12: Bell Top Special Friends Day
